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make the most of the advantage given them. They
seem to have expected that the picture which they
presented of their friend's transparent sincerity and
singleness of aim, manifested amid so much pain
and self-abasement, would have touched readers more.
They miscalculated in supposing that the proofs of so
much reality of religious earnestness would carry off
the offence of vehement language, which without these
proofs might naturally be thought to show mere
random violence. At any rate the result was much
natural and genuine irritation, which they were hardly
prepared for. Whether on general grounds they were
wise in startling and vexing friends, and putting fresh
weapons into the hands of opponents by their frank
disclosure of so unconventional a character, is a ques-
tion which may have more than one answer; but
one thing is certain, they were not wise, if they only
desired to forward the immediate interests of their
party or cause. It was not the act of cunning con-
spirators -} it was the act of men who were ready to
show their hands, and take the consequences. Un-
doubtedly, they warned off many who bad so far
gone along with the movement, and who now drew
back. But if the publication was a mistake, it
was th% mistake of men confident in their own straight-
forwardness.

There is a natural Nemesis to all over-strong and
exaggerated language. The weight of Fronde's judg-
ments was lessened by the disclosure of his strong
words, and his dashing fashion of condemnation and